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A New Inquiry into Wang Wei's
“Wangchuan Painting,” the Collected
Poems on Wangchuan, and
Wangchuan Villa in Perspective of
On-Site Research

Chien, Chin-sung”
Abstract

Legend from Song dynasty or even earlier has it that the draft of "Wangchuan tu"
was drawn by Wang Wei; the legend also states that Wangchuan Villa was converted
into the Qingyuan Temple, which later was renamed as the Luyuan Temple. Because
of this, “Wangchuan tu” has long been viewed as a way to inquire after Wang Wei’s
Wangchuan Villa and a guide of the twenty remains in the Collected Poems of
Wangchuan.

This paper aims to reveal the relation between "Wangchuan tu" and the Collected
Poems of Wangchuan, as well as try to explain how the beliefs regarding
“Wangchuan tu” and the idea that “Wangchuan Villa is in the Wang valley” formed
and the mistakes associated with it, as seen through various developments from the
Tang dynasty through the Qing.

Keyword: Wang Wei, Wangchuan tu, Collected Poems of Wangchuan, on-site
research.

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Sun Yat-sen University.
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