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An On-Site Study and Its GIS Presentations of the Courier Ways
from Fuzhou to Hangzhou in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

Jian Jinsong, Tang Chen, Wang Yong

Abstract: There were two courier ways by water and by land from Hangzhou to Fuzhou
unofficially called the Official Way and the Private Way in Ming Dynasty. The Official Way,
namely the Yanshan-Wuyi Way for short, denotes the way with tollgates through Yanshan
County and Wuyishan Mountain in Chongan County, while the Private Way, also named
Jianglang-Xianxia Way for short, refers to the route without tollgates by way of Jiangshan
County and Xianxia Mountain. While in Qing Dynasty, the previous Private Way turned
into the main way with tollgates.

Resorting to the on-site study, this paper finds out the placenames along both the
courier ways in the traveling book Zhouhang Beilan (Maps of Nation-Wide Main Roads),
and complements the network of landways within these areas according to the nation-wide
post points recorded in Qing Huidian Shili (A Compilation of State Regulations in Qing
Dynasty). With thorough reading of 40 traveling notes and 36 traveling poems about the
courier ways from Song through Qing Dynasties, and combining local chronicles and maps
from ancient through modern times, this paper, using the Google Earth Pro Satellite Maps
as a working platform, digitalizes the placenames and routes along the courier ways, and
makes the placenames easy to search and the routes life-like.

Keywords: Hangzhou; Fuzhou; Ming and Qing Dynasties; Courier Ways; On-Site Study
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