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An On-Site Research of Bai Juyi(HE %)’ s Poem Sentence “The Watercourse Outside My
House Being Conducted Reluctantly from Yi River” and its Interactive GIS Platform
Chien Chin Sung
(Department of Chinese Literature, National Sun Yat-sen University, Gaoxiong 004159-7, Taiwan, China)

Abstract: Bai Juyi, with his unique poetic taste and ample leisure as a wealthy official, managed gardens and pools in
the Eastern Capital. His poem “The Yi River comes but is not free; no one understands for whom it flows. Each family
casts their lot at the foot of the wall; only I plant lotus flowers and build a small tower,” has become an aspiration for
later generations and a model for garden studies in the Tang Dynasty. However, Bai Juyi referred to the flowing water
beside his residence as the Yi Channel, and for a hundred years, there has been no tributary of the Yi River flowing
into the city within the river and canal system of Luoyang. So, what does “the Yi River comes but is not free” actually
refer to? In fact, from the Tang to the Northern Song Dynasty, there was indeed a Yi River channel that branched from
the Longmen Weir, flowing through Wuqiao and Changxia Gate into the city of Luoyang. This article employs On-
Site Research methods, digitizes early maps and archaeological restoration drawings, and provides precise interpretations
of ancient evidence and artifacts, creating a simulation of the restored Yi Channel from the Tang and Song Dynasties.
It also analyzes two historical events related to Luoyang city during the Northern Song Dynasty: “Luocao” and “Qingbian”.
Keywords: Bai Juyi’s Former Residence; Tang Luoyang City; Luoyang Ludaoli Garden; Digital Satellite Map; GIS
Platform
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